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imminent Civil War. 
Churchill as The Secretary of State for 

the Colonies in his report to the House 
Of Commons stated, “The incident 
is a very serious one. It constitutes a 
gross and dishonourable breach of the 
treaty. I must remind the house that 
the Truce was entered into, not only 
the PG alone, but the duly elected 
representatives of the Irish people, 
who were and are parties to it. The 
fact that such an elaborate conspiracy 
could be set on foot in Cork without 
the PG obtaining any previous or even 
early information of it shows that their 
control over Cork and this district is 
practically non-existent. This is all the 
more remarkable in a city, in which 
opinion has overwhelmingly declared 
itself on the side of the treaty.”

“I am communicating with the PG 
in this sense. At the same time,I am 
bound to admit that an inalienable 
responsibility rests upon the BG to 
safeguard in all circumstances arms 
and ammunition of war that are in their 
hands. The Admiralty are instituting 
an inquiry into the circumstances, 
with a view to ascertaining whether 
any neglect of reasonable precautions 
has occurred, and I need scarcely 
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say that Naval Escorts will be 
employed in future in regard 
to all movements of munitions 
from Ireland by sea.”

As the above illustrates,the 
BG were not impressed by 
this, (as the New York Times 
reported) daring raid. It once 
again highlights how effective 
the IRA’s intelligence network 
was in its planning and attention 
to detail.

Both the ‘official’ crews from the 
tug boat Warrior and the Upnor were 
immediately arrested after the event 
and taken into custody in Queenstown.
They were all questioned and found not 
guilty of any involvement and released 
without charge.

Back in Ballycotton,Willie O’Riordan 
was threatened by Free State soldiers 
and also released. His son Don told 
me there were still some ammunition 
(bullets) in their home when he 
was growing up, now apart from an 
ammunition box nothing else remains.

The following morning, Burke was 
summoned to the Admiralty and asked 
if he knew anything about the previous 
day’s event. He told them he had no 
knowledge of it and returned home 
content and aware of the British inferior 
intelligence network.

Once again vital intelligence gathering 
proved its worth in the Irish struggle for 
freedom.

 Civil War - The bitter Civil War began 
in June when the FS army bombed (with 
the use of British Arms) the Four Courts 
in Dublin. The arms from the Upnor 
were used in many raids in Munster, 
particularly in Cork, Kerry, Limerick and 
Tipperary. The Hegarty’s home at the 

Laurels continued to be raided not now 
by the RIC or Black and Tans but by FS 
soldiers. They never found anything but 
did confiscate a motorcycle and sidecar 
(which was never returned). When the 
Mitchell house in Kerry Pike was raided 
all that was ever discovered were some 
British army nurses uniforms taken from 
the Upnor. The arms from the Upnor and 
others were ordered to be layed down on 
the orders of Frank Aiken after the death 
of Liam Lynch,thus ending the Civil War.

 Post Civil War
In 1924, a year after the formation 

of the FS, anti - treaty members of 
the Cork Brigade dressed 
in FS uniforms drove to 
Cobh and opened fire 
on  approx imate l y  50 
British servicemen going 
between Spike Island and 
the town, killing one and 
wounding several others. 
Before leaving they fired 
at a British Warship (HMS 
Scythe ) in the harbour. 
Their motive was to stir 
up Anti-British sentiment 
in the town.They quickly 
sped away unharmed in 
their yellow Rolls-Royce 

(which they buried in north 
Cork and was not discovered 
for the next 57 years).It 
was the only Spike Island 
garrison attack under British 
rule during its 159 year of 
occupation.

The Treaty Ports remained 
under British control until 
1938  when  they  were 
returned to Irish control as 
part of the Anglo - Irish trade 

war resolution. The reason being they 
were a financial burden on the British 
exchure. A year later Churchill on the 
outbreak of WW2 tried to bully/bribe 
the Irish Government into returning 
them to British ownership without 
success. Eamonn deValera the then 
Taoiseach did not trust his offer.

Today the Town of Cobh and the 
restored fortifications all along the Cork 
coast are a major tourist attraction.

 jimhegartyauthor@gmail.com 
www.Hegartycollection.ie

 Film now available on - YouTube - 
The Hegartys of The Laurels

6-26-26Tom Finnigan, Jim Murphy, Mike Roach, & Tom McKenna 
celebrating his first day as a member of the Shannon Rovers!

Tourism Ireland roundtable meeting at the Dawson in Chicago 6-23-26 
(l-to-r) Caitlan Ward, Colleen Kennedy, Sona Tanzian, Paul McDonagh, 
Katie Keogh, and  Mary Pat Flanagan.


