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Final Story About the Hegarty of the Laurels

Dear Resders

L was oy pleczirs (o acdepl an
fvitation Lo wrile my femily slory
o Irish Amverican News. .

The Arficied ane mom' 0 permaneat
rerard fof afl those inferasted Ih
irish Histery, especially the periad
of the War of Independence amd Civil
War. Jim Hegarty

Irieh Amerrcan News woold (ke 8
therik Jim Regarly for providing us
with these encellent storfes aboul
hiE femily and thedr contributrions
to the Enster Rising and the Civil
Wor [o [follaw In 19Lh century
fredand, This series sharted i ApFil
2025, Back issues ane ain ol wehshite
G W i Ishafmer i driews . com.

Post War

Thee Civil Wi in Iretand divided many
famiies, friends and old comrades fof
generaliors o come. The killings may
Itve peased bl the anger conlirued.
Civit War Palitics Bbecame a very
divigive 5 for decades resulting in
Ehse estabiishirent of Fianna Fail (FF)
and Fire Gael [FG). 100 years later
et iFvese partied formed & Coalitian
Geresrrinmenl.

1920

In the Genersl Election of 19213,
the Pro -Trealy party of Cumann na
mGaedheal |(CnG) won 65 sty and
AnLE-Trealy Sinn Fein (3F) 4. 5F
pledged to abstain fram the Dad,
causing & Split in the party. n 1926
de Valera and Sean Lemass [elt and
egiablished (FF) pflofitiging the
edoromic Bsues of the day.

America

The Lack of job opportuniis faroed
many anti-treaty men Lo emigrate
fracfudiiveg Johin Joe. This position was
exfsperlad when Che Free tlate
army reduced |ts force more than
S50% making It more dFfcll Tor the
anti-treaty men L find ecnployment.
The reagan far Che reduciion is cited
a5 |ack of fumds.

John Joe and Tellow eificer Jerry
O"Erien settled in Meéw York. He
had ewery intentien ol staying
permansnlly a5 he enjoyed the city
and found sceplable work, mesting
ug with many ol b old oomeades
Inclsding Con Mesnan. Others that
travelied and made heir lives State
Side were Paddy Fords (best man sl
Mamie's wedding, whode fon wrole
of e explaits "A Bebs| i the County

Caork} Patrick J, Hurley (Glandare)
Cork, PaIFick J. Murphy, Bernard
Harvey ard Frank O Mahoney.

Jahn Jee enjoyed the freedam of
Hew Yark atTending many social and
spewrlived eventy it sesned thal he was
finally free af the respansbility of
protecting comrides and saleguarding
mirnsel aad Fis family from Bostie
activifbe,

Returming Home 1930's

Jahn Jog felt Banour bound when
IS Tthesy Firick reguestad, he returm
home 1o Like geer The Tamily markel
gordens. He wid grateful to both his
parents for rfisking their lives in makivg
the Laurels svailable o Fim, his siters
and the difterent Brigades.

On his return P met Liz Allsn |y
moiker) marrfed and ralsed & family
amd Ihied and woriad the rérmainder
of his Life i The Liunsds.

He resumed his passion Tor palitics

Liz Ailen, Jim;s
family were al

and dporty, &2 8 eesnber of SE Finban™
GAA B the Poulsdull and Bekopstosm
Greyhound Cowrding Club (where
B wit glecied Fisld Marshally, ad a
e menber b imeabved e Ty
dufing the coursing and GAA seasons.

With severa elections contested
FF remained in & stroee position. The
emergence of a third strong group,
the contreversial Blueshirts and Blue
Blcigad carme Lo e Pore, Khese groups
e Dieked Do midinland Eunogs Fasckis
and [aless merged wilh CrG toTerm R
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HiStory

By Jim Hegarty

1934 allowed John foe, Mambe and Nan
e apply and wers granted pensions. It
& worlh nolhing that your Life had ta
e i mortal danger Do gualily. These
appdications are now anline and & great
Lource fof ongoirg research.

1934 &lso shw the establishment of
1= Dld IRA Men's Asacchation in Cork
Jehn Jog Dechme Bn BCTve member
it was open 1o men who served Irish
Wolunteers, IRA, and Flanng Elreasn
frovm 1914 10 1524, s e supporiens.
Thesdr alms inchudesd working lor 2 Irish
Republiz, supparting Irish business,
tanguage amd sparts. They provided
calour parties for commemoralive
evenls and guards of horour far

deceaied memberd. They wens stroregly

(o BESE =

linked o FF

The 1521 Treaty granted the UK the
e of the slrategic pors Berefaven
Queeensbown (Cobi| s Lough Swilly, in
1936 they were traraderred Lo the Fres
Slate a§ part of & broad agresment.
& year later st the outhreak of WaZ
Churchill wanted them retwned ta
Beitel control B e contidered them
crucial for Britain durirg the battle of
1 Atfaritic. Despite Beitieh préssure
and threals dovelers rafusad as B did
rol Trusk thair rentiond.

1940

During the WWI many pre and
antl-treaty men including Jahn Jos
ware schively imvolved in Mathonsl
Saryice. Ireland remalined rewtral

John Joe leading the Brigades colour party for the funeral of Lord Mayor PaMcGrath TD [1956)

{Binded Uowards the Allies). This &
often referred to a8 "The Emergancy”.

Ik May 1942 the govemment granied
approval Lo issue & fervice medal for
Wolumteers Bnd Cumani na mBan
mrembers wha ferved during 1917-
1931, Jebn Joe, Mamb= and Man, all
received theirs with bar with the
words "Comrac” meaning cambat,
Lherd were coly 15000 of thede isued
wilh 45000 sued wilfoul b,

The result of the 1948 general
elaction saw B change ol govermiment
with John &, Castells elected
Tapiseach. In his first term ha
Introsdiscad the Rapublic of Ireland
Act (P43 ). resulting in Ireland
withdrawing Trom the British

Comimamwaaltl of MEClens.
Funerals and
Commemorations

Jehin Joe & part of the Ol IRA
Astaciation was imvelved In the
fusieral of Parrick J. Murphy when
R remaing were returmed from New
‘Wark to Cork for Burial.

In June 1936 he was given the
arsour of Lepding Che funesal Colsgs
off lia Triend and comrade Lord Mo
Patrick McGrath TD. McGrath was a
wery populhr pubdic Ngure. [T WAL one
of the biggest Tunersts ever in Cork.

My st nemany of & commermeratiors
wad In 1960 when a plague was
erecied on [he home of Hew York b
huriger strfer Joe Morphy, Walchireg
Jahn Jee and his H Company comrades
a5 they fired a volley of shats oves
ol rrighbamur's house, b Tew wishs
later attemdirg a sinilar G Compay
il Al Phairs Cress. Dedpite ey
young age, It was these svents that
triggered my lifelang interest in Irish
History. D Ehe nexl lew yeaurs these
ware meetings of Brigade Officers in
the Laurels @soussing the plans and
drawirgs for & nes memaorial at the
Eepublican Plat in Glasheen. The
urteiling by President delalers was
schedided for S0 Patricks day 1963,
There was an allemal Lo How it up
By 2 "Hew A men. They mistimed
the o and ome was blow Lo phecss
and Lhe ather iosing & |eg and &y,

There wers MHatlonnl
Commemarationd during 1966 ta
Ranaur the SOLh anniversary af
the Easter Rislng, all schools wers
presented with & cepy ol the
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family photo at ﬂ-pi.r:g of garden of Remembrance and Reflection
rramed after Nan, Mamie and Hegarty families.

Froclamation.

Jake Jos=, Marnbe, snd Man
accomparied by their Tamilieg
over Lhe years attended
memorial avenls 1o Romkour
their Tallen camrades. Thid
5 & radition we Continwe ta
haraur

Irs TRER Martin Coeey TD Old
IRA did ot contest the general
election and was replaced by
Marmie’s son Paddy Farde.

1970's

In 1973 Cork conferred
the Freedoem af the City on
Enmoen de Valera Pregident
of Ireland an the 315t of
March st the City Hall. A
bidtdireg he reopened in 1936
alter M= destruction by the
Bebtish in the Nees of 1920,
John Joe was irmciled which
gave him immenss pleasiss,
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John Joe's service medals. The Bar on top left is very rare
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wilbey over his grase, Tom Bany  Hall, Cork Indi Film Festival

ratructed the firing party to  and &t the rish Books, At and

hand e the gpent shells: these Wagic Celebration, (IBAM!] in

remaln & proud possession. Chicago. Details are an the

webdile, Hegartycolbectfon.

My Book Published (L ulam:fll.:.rhl: unvelled
Alter publication aof "The &0 the Lausels in the coeming

Hegartys of The Lawrels - & morths by Lord Nayor Fergal

Story of Unsung Heroiim'., Denmehy. | will centinue

the Cork City Council took an  lectured and Lalhs to grvw

active inferest and opened & Turthes interest.

Garden of Remembrance and | hoepe my stery wikl

Reflection in hanar of the encourage others Lo reflect
Cry the fth of Jume fobn Joe  Hegarty sislers, a song wad  Bnd write thedr Tamily stories

white working i Che gardens written, & play, Teatured ina  of Wrsung henoes.

took il and passed awhy culendar S incuded @ their Bl eornmenits weld o)

shortly afterwards He was cemetery historic tours. The  Jimhegartyauthor@

given & full Military Funeral Fm was scresned in the City  gmail.com

lthe Mamie in 1967 and Nan

In 1971 Pakgnant maments for

me were Palicemen standing

Lo sttention and saluling Lhe .

callin draped In the tricala:

Y he hearie passed by, in

e cemetery Saldiers firfing a

o r e

John Joe with fellow officer Jerry O°Brien in
New York fand his relatives.)
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