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Brutal Civil War

As a result of ongoing tensions and
animosity between Pro-treaty and Anti-
treaty sides, the Civil War commenced
on the 28th of June.

Battle of Dublin June1922

With the encouragement (treat)
and supply of arms from the British
authorities the Free State Army opened
fire and shelled the Republican garrison
stationed in the Four Courts on the Quays
in Dublin. After heavy bombardment the
Republicans were forced to abandon
their position and retreat towards
Sackville St. (0'Connell St) under the
command of Cathal Brugha (Easter
Rising veteran and former Minister
of Defence) After holding out against
superior forces, he ordered his men to
surrender but refused to do so himself.
Guns drawn, he confronted the Free
State troops, receiving wounds that
were to prove fatal. Brugha was held
in such high esteem as a patriot that
his funeral was attended by Republican
troops, Cumann na mBan and Free State
suid!ers Such a gesture was never

Cathal Brugha - gave up his
own life in an attempt to stop
Civil War

Irish History.

When | spoke to Prof.Cathal
McSweeney Brugha, why his grandfather
refused to surrender he explained “not
only did he refuse to be bullied into
rejoining the British Empire, but he
expressed the hope that one prominent
death, casualty would be a loss worth
having if it woke either, or both sides
to the harm, tragedy and disaster of
Civil war”

When | suggested, 'The Michael
Collins’ film, unfairly demonized Brugha
because of his stance in opposing Collins
he agreed saying the late Alan Rickmann
who played Dev in the film told him “He
was embarrassed about playing such a
dreadful, untrue, denigrating role”

Recall President Lincoln quote
“History is not history unless it is the
truth”,

The shelling of the Four Courts
triggered Republican Forces nationwide
to retaliate.

It split families, friends and former
comrades. For the Hegarty family there
were no divided loyalties
as they all took the anti-
treaty side, determined
to continue the fight for a
32-county Republic.

Change of Command

in Cork

In Cork, Sean 0' Hegarty
with other officers
stepped down taking a
neutral position. Hegarty
traveled to Dublin to meet
Dick Mulcahy (Minister of

Defence, later served as SApLiIbY Heqarry %
O/C of Cork Brigade

-in-Chief after the death (SELLI*MEUT-RE V2T @1
of Michael Collins) trying Independence

National Army Commander

to broker a deal,
Mulcahy was not
interested and
even called him a
coward. Mulcahy's
uncompromising
attitude is summed
up in his quote “the only way to end the
war is to fight it to the end".

Hegarty's leadership and exploits
during the War of Independence,
{including masterminding the capture of
the Upnor) would deny any cowardice.

He did not want to do the work of the
British by killing his former comrades.

Tipperary Brigade

James Leahy was in Cork when the
attack occurred, on his way home from
his honeymoon and meeting his brother
Michael (Cork Officer) Sean Hegarty and
others, When word came of the attack
he returned to Thurles & mobilized the
Republican troops in the County. Dan
Breen issued a strong Appeal to his Old
Comrades now in the Free State Army
not to do the work of the British saying”
Will you again stand with me as my
comrades in arms, or will you continue
to fight with England against me?

The Laurels continues

as a place of refuge

When Hegarty stepped down, he was
replaced by Tom Crofts as Cark's O/C.
Crofts, a principle in the capture of the
Upnor, had access to all its ordnance. He
continued using The Laurels as a base
and meeting place for the remainder
of the war.

During this period John Joe continued
his intelligence work, which now proved
invaluable that Sean Mitchell ordered

i
Tom Crofts- O/C of Cork
Brigade during Civil War.
him not to return to the column as his
information could be relied upon. This
was no easy task as the whole area was
bitterly hostile. He was more useful in
the city than in the country. Building
up his arms dump was becoming more
difficult, but he continued making
bombs and mines.

Nan and her parents took care of
the men on the run whao used it as a
safe house when going to and from
the columns. She also
continued carrying
arms and dispatches
around the city.

Mamie was doing
similar work from her
home in Greenmount,
when the nearby
Barracks in Elizabeth
Fort was attacked, she
brought the arms back
to the supply dump at
The Laurels.

The Laurels continued
to be raided, but now
it was the Free State
troops, some of whom
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By Jim Hegarty

were familiar with the family. Apart
from confiscating a motorcycle (which
was never returned) nothing was ever
discovered, nor did the family's spirit
break.

1922

In August, Free State Troops avoiding
the roads sailed to Passage

have the Barracks than
it be lost”. Today it is a
4 world-renowned Garda
(Police) College.
In October at the
height of the War, Piaras
= Beaslai, Communications
Director for the Free State issued
several directives, including that
henceforth anti treaty side were now
to be referred to as ‘Irregulars’ and
were not ‘Republicans’ ‘IRA’ ‘Forces
or ‘Troops’ nor were the ranks of their
officers to be disclosed.

e neese Dan Breen’s

Rochestown area forcing the
Republican men to withdraw.
During the retreat six injured
men made their way to Mamie’s
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house in Greenmount where she  pan Breen's Appeal to His 0ld Comrades

treated their wounds before
escorting them out of the city to

now in the Free State Army,

Ballincollig. The tanding was part. COMRADES |

of Michael Collins plans to seize
control of his native city from the
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He was to be executed but was

recognized by a Free State officer gy you

who arranged for his release. It
may have been this action that
influenced his belief in reconciliation
for the rest of his life.

Burning Of Barracks
Directive below from Beaslai
- during CW that still has not
being addressed. (| am on to
all the main parties for this
to be reconciled so hopefully
will get a result as pushing an
open door / was raised in the
Dail with positive feedback)
Jim Hegarty

LIrectives are sent 1o tne press oy
Free State director of
communications, Plaras Béaslaito
the effect that; Free State troops are
to be referred to as the "National
Army", the “Irish Army”, or just
“troops”. The Anti-Treaty side are to
be called "Irregulars” and are not to
be referred to as "Republicans”,
“IRA", “forces”, or “troops", nor are
the ranks of their officers allowed to
be given. No letters about the
treatment of Anti-Treaty prisoners
are to be published. The words
“attacked, commandeered and
arrested" as used to describe their
actions are to be replaced by, “fired
at, seized and kidnapped”.

It was the custom of retreating
Republican to burn all Barracks as they
vacated them. The one major exception
was Templemore in Tipperary. James
Leahy sought permission from Dev
making the case “better that Tipperary
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This order was never rescinded but
now aver 100 years later hopefully
this can be revisited resulting in all
anti- treaty volunteers and their
officers being reinstated as ranking
Irish soldiers and officers that were
earned during the struggle for a free
and Independent Ireland. These brave
men and women who fought for their
country’s independence went to their
graves without this injustice being
rectified.

War Ends

In May 1923 the order not to surrender
but to lay down arms came from Frank
Aiken. This after the death of Liam
Lynch (Chief of Staff) while he was on
the run in the Tipperary Knockmealdown
Mountains. He ordered his comrades to
save themselves after he was shot by
Free State Soldiers

Lynch’s dying wish was to be buried
in Fermoy next to his friend Michael
Fitzgerald who died on hunger strike.

There is no accounting for the
bitter atrocities committed during
this short war. The effects of which
lasted for generations. In today’s terms
many would be deemed War Crimes,
executing prisoners as retaliation of
actions committed by others. It is
recorded that 77 anti-treaty men were
executed because of Mulcahys orders.

It is accepted and well documented
that the worst atrocities were carried
out in Co. Kerry where men were tied
to mines and blown to pieces. A few
survived to report these heinous crimes,

Post War Aftermath -

America Beckons
jimhegartyhegartyauthor@gmail.com
www.hegartycollection.ie
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