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The Beginning of the End
From early June 1920 the IRA were 

gaining the ‘upper ground’ with the Cork 
Brigade to the forefront.

Intelligence Network
When Michael Collins established 

intell igence cells nationwide, the 
Cork cells continued to provide vital 
information to the Brigade. Mamie and 
John Forde still had unfettered access to 
the British Navy and Army, particularly in 
Queenstown (Cobh) due to John’s work as 
their Undertaker.

In the City IRA men and women were 
working in shops and business that were 
providing services to the Army and RIC. 
These ranged from tailoring, catering, 
mechanical, hotel and army officer’s clubs.

Others worked in the railway stations 
giving the signal to John Joe which safe 
trains of interest to attack travelling 
to country Army and RIC Barracks, thus 
securing ammunition, mail, and other 
ordinance.

Cumann na mBan had members in 
service in big houses and hotels so they 
were privy of sensitive information. 
Others worked as secretaries in Barracks 
having first sight of letters that came from 
spies, agents and confidential vital troop 
movements. Much of this was delivered 
to Con Harrington, John Joe’s man in City 

He also continued 
making tin can 
bombs. The cans 
been smuggled out 
of local factories 
b y  C u m a n n 
members.

N a n  n o w 
working full time continued bringing 
dispatches and arms to James Leahy in 
Thurles under the protection of local 
landowners a Church of Ireland family, 
the Sarsfields’s. As former British Army 
officers they enjoyed a private train 
carriage which allowed them unrestricted 
passage when the train was stopped and 
searched by the Army, RIC or Black and 
Tans. They also allowed Nan to store arms 
on Sarsfield property which was never 
raided or burned by the British or the 
IRA. When not travelling Nan and Mamie 
were crisscrossing the city carrying arms 
and dispatches to the different Brigade 
officers before and after the raids. This 
dangerous activity continued despite a 
curfew and martial law being in place.

Irelands First Republican Wedding
Less than a week after their involvement 

in the Farren Barracks raid, the family 
could finally focus on Mamie’s wedding. 
The Hegarty siblings now in their early 20s 
were living at home with their parents. 
This changed on the 26th of June when 
Mary Frances (Mamie) married her fiancé 
John Ford a fellow member of H company.

The wedding took place in their parish 
Church of the Immaculate Conception 
the Lough. The groom was the first to 
be married in Volunteer’s Uniform. The 

After the ceremony, they all returned 
to the ‘Laurels’ to change 
into civi l ian clothes to 
partake of a lavish wedding 
breakfast that had been 
arranged by her  proud 
parents. Their commitment 
and determination to have 
a military wedding had of 
course further endangered 
the lives of all the family 
that continued residing at 
the Laurels

Jailed Without Trial - 
Resulting Hunger Strikes
During July and August, 

Joe Murphy along with 100s of other 
volunteers were arrested and jailed 
without trial. In City Hall one of those 
arrested with MacSwiney and other senior 
Brigade officers was Con Harrington. 
Harrington wrote a very comprehensive 
account of the night’s events in the book 
‘Rebel Corks Fighting Story’. Apart from 
MacSwiney all the others including Sean 

were brought to a worldwide audience by 
several American journalists 
as like DeValera, Murphy was 
in fact an American citizen 
born in Lynn Massachusetts.

Michael Fitzgerald died 
on the 17th of October, 
by request is buried in his 
family plot near Fermoy 
County Cork. On the 25th 
of October, Murphy and 
MacSwiney (who had been 
removed to Brixton Prison in 
London) died. Both men are 
buried in Corks Republican 
plot.

When John Joe removed Joe Murphy’s 
remains from jail, he wrapped him in the 
Tricolour and had the lid of the coffin 
bolted so that the British could not remove 
it as they had previously attempted. 
He organised guards in the church to 
protect the coffin overnight. The funeral 
procession and services were held under 
the watchful eyes of the British who had 
restrictions in place allowing only 100 
to walk behind the hearse. Despite the 
authorities 1000s lined the route to the 
cemetery. Later that evening John Joe 
with H company returned to the cemetery, 
there they fired a volley of shots over 
Murphy’s grave as a final salute to their 
friend and comrade.

Murphy’s family requested the following 
to be engraved on his coffin plate,

Brutally done to death by the English in 
Cork Prison 25/10/1920

Fourth year of the Republic In his 24th 
year. R.I.P

When MacSwiney’s remains were 
returned to Cork, his death further 
galvanised the citizens to strive for 
Independence. When his burial was in 
progress the opposite field was occupied 
by the Black and Tans who had a piano 
installed and were playing and singing as a 
show of disrespect. They would be singing 
a different tune before the following year 
was over.

In November, Michael Collins ‘Squad’ 
executed 15 British intelligence officers 
known as the Cairo Gang, the British 
forces in reprisal opened fire on a crowd 
attending a football match in Dublin’s 
Croke Park, killing players and spectators.

These murders now remembered as 
‘Bloody Sunday’were a major turning 
point in the war resulting in the demand 
of an Irish Republic by much of the civilian 
population.

To Be Continued next month.
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bride who was a President of Cumann 
na mBan wore the Old Irish National 
Wedding Costume instead of her uniform 
as suggested by Fr O’Flynn.

Nan a Captain and Treasurer of the 
Cork District Council was bridesmaid; the 
best man was John’s cousin and fellow 
volunteer Paddy Forde. All their lives were 
in danger if arrested in Republican dress. 
The church was closed for the ceremony 
with sentries posted strategically for their 
protection. Even on such a joyous family 
day, John Joe had arranged with H and G 
companies including neighbour Joe Murphy 
to provide military protection.

Cumann na mBan officers Maud Mitchell 
and the Hegarty’s cousin Cis Moore 
organised members to act as scouts around 
the parish to warn of any imminent danger.

Hall. Harrington was PA and bodyguard for 
Lord Mayor Terence MacSwiney.

John Joe continued his clandestine 
intelligence work while delivering 
vegetables to the City’s RIC Barracks. 
At this time, he had 60 men under his 
command and continuing with numerous 
raids and storing arms at ‘The Laurels.’ 

Hegarty (who would succeeded MacSwiney 
as Brigade CO) were released over time by 
giving false names and identities, if they 
had failed to be released, it would have 
devastated or destroyed the Cork Brigade

This action by the authorities resulted 
in several of them going on a mass hunger 
in Cork Jail.

Conn Neenan in his paper’s reports, 
he, Joe Murphy, Michael Fitzgerald, and 
MacSwiney were not in favour of the strike. 
How ironic that 3 of these men were to 
make the ultimate sacrifice.

During their incarceration Nan and Mamie 
were collecting parcels of goods including 
food and cigarettes for the comfort and 
well-being of prisoners not on hunger 
strike. The plight of the prisoners gripped 
the city with slogans such as ‘Release the 
Prisoners’ appearing on its walls. Cumann 
na mBan members together with Priests 
and Politicians congregated outside the 
jail in prayer and protest. Their actions 

Lord Mayor MacSwiney laying in state at Cork 
Cathedral   Flanked by his brothers Sean and Peter

Wedding party ( First Irish 
Republican wedding)
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